
Dear PACE families; 

     Wow!  It appears that I 

blinked my eyes and we are 

at Spring Break.  We’ve had 

two snow days this quarter 

which has not happened in a 

while.  I hope you have 

something planned for the 

family and that you take ad-

vantage of all the snow we 

have around.  

     The staff here at PACE are 

proud of the hard work we 

are seeing.  We hope you are 

seeing a difference at home 

as well.  As I have always 

said, “they know the differ-

ence between right and 

wrong. It is what they decide 

to do that will make a differ-

ence in the path they take.”  

We strive to teach them to 

become productive and suc-

cessful adults in life.  The 

program can be a game 

changer if they are serious. 

     This week marks the end of 

the third quarter and our stu-

dents have their own personal 

goals to reach regarding their 

credits.  Each week, you 

should be receiving a report 

from APEX via email with your 

child’s progress in their APEX 

classes.  Mrs. Schneller, from 

DJJ, is sending weekly reports 

on how your child is progress-

ing in their afternoon activi-

ties.   

     This is a short week with no 

school on Friday (Teacher 

Work Day).  Spring Break is 

next week, March 12th-16th.  

Once students return from 

Spring Break, there will be 

state testing (PEAKS) the sec-

ond week of April.  I will keep 

you posted on the state 

testing.  At some point later in 

the semester, the students 
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    Positive Alternatives for Continuing Education (PACE)  

   Lebron McPhail, PACE Principal 

will be participating in their 

end of the year MAP testing 

as well.   

     Again, thank you for allow-

ing us to work with your child.  

We hope we are making a 

difference in their lives and 

that PACE is a successful expe-

rience for each of them.  

       I would like to leave you 

with our launch that we say 

each day as our students 

leave for the day: 

Know who you are, 

Know what you are about, 

Know when to take control, 

Know where you are at all 
times, 

Know only you can control 
yourself. 

Remember: 
Know the person you can be! 

                          Sincerely, 

                          Mr. McPhail 

           PACE Principal 

P A C E   

C O N T A C T   

I N F O  

Mr. McPhail 

(907)864-2674   (secured 

line) 

Classroom 

(907) 864-2671   (7:50am -

2:30pm) 

 

 

  

From the District Office: 
Student Protests and First Amendment Rights 

Across the United States, students are walking out of their schools demanding action on gun con-

trol, or in solidarity with students in Parkland, Florida.  Public schools serve the function of empow-

ering youth to become civilly engaged citizens in a democracy.  While it is permissible to punish 

students for being truant from class, it is not permissible to punish due to the content or message 

of the protest, nor can the consequence be different from other truancies.  This District recom-

mends using this as a learning opportunity and talking with students to find additional ways to be 

involved.  As staff, we will supervise student who walk out in protest, and if you are aware in ad-

vance, work with organizers to determine the amount of time acceptable to be out of class.  If you 

have questions of concerns, please call me.   

http://www.matsuk12.us/Page/2
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgreenimpactstudenthomes.com%2Fauthor%2Fgisheffield%2F&psig=AFQjCNHTIrlOU9ed0VpEdVS8mWOS0c9hNw&ust=1445451246563757


P A G E  2  

PACE Schedule: 

8:05 School Starts 

11:30 Lunch 

1:50 School dismissed 

P A C E   

C O N T A C T   

I N F O  

Mr. McPhail 

(907)864-2674  (secured line) 

Classroom 

(907) 864-2671 (7:50am -

2:30pm) 

Spring Break for 

the students is 

March  12th-16th 

Second Semester 

Ends May 18th. 

Important E-Mails and Numbers 

You should be receiving emails weekly from 

APEX and the Department of Juvenile Jus-

tice on how your student is doing in their 

course work here at PACE.  You should also 

be hearing from Mr. McPhail via email, 

phone, or by text using the Remind App.  If 

you are not receiving any of these, please 

let us know, so that we can get your email 

ripped jeans to 

school.   

     Now that the 

winter months are 

here, students 

should be prepared 

for the colder 

weather, including hats, gloves, 

coats, and appropriate shoes. 

     In the past, we had Professional 

Dress Day once a week, where 

 

P A C E  N E W S L E T T E R  

     Many of our students won-

der what to wear to PACE 

each morning.  PACE staff 

would like to remind our stu-

dents and parents about the 

dress code at PACE.   

    PACE adheres to the 

MSBSD dress policy.  Specifi-

cally at PACE, students’ cloth-

ing should meet the guidelines 

for employability.  This in-

cludes not wearing pajamas or 

Dress Policy 

PACE Staff         Mr. McPhail             Mr. Goodnight 

        Ms. Forcier               Ms. Schneller               

         

Over the past few months, 

we have covered fire, 

earthquake, and bomb 

drills.  ALICE is another 

drill we did this semester (if 

there is an intruder).  

ALICE stands for Alert, 

Lockdown, Inform, 

Counter, and Evacuate. 

 

Emergency Drills 

students were encouraged to 

wear their best interview 

clothing.  We may be bringing 

this back. Professional Dress 

Day will be optional.                  

     In doing this, we hope to 

help prepare students for 

success. 

Bus Barn 
     Please call the Bus Barn 

if your student is going to 

be absent.  Let the Bus 

Barn know that you need 

to cancel the morning and 

afternoon bus for your 

student.  The number for the 

Bus Barn is 357-6327.  Also, 

please call PACE if your student 

is going to be absent (doctors 

appoints and illnesses only). If 

your student abuses their ab-

sences, we can drop them from 

the program.   

 

As the students finish our program, we are ask-

ing parents to fill out our online survey to help 

us better serve our student population.  We 

need to hear from you.  If this form does not 

work for you, send us a letter/email to tell us 

how we are doing.  We would like to hear from 

you. 

Parent Survey 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/

PACE_Parent_Survey 

Exit Survey 

Lebron.McPhail@matsuk12.us 

Melissa.Forcier@matsuk12.us 

Shannon.Schneller@matsuk12.us 

Harry.Goodnight@matsuk12.us 

    Office: 864-2674      Classroom: 864-2671 

Are you hearing from us? 

Enrolled in PACE? 
Has your child been enrolled into PACE?  If not, 

please go to iParent and enroll them into 

Burchell High School.   

https://iparent.matsuk12.us/iparent/ 

Superintendent’s official statement on 

school safety (click here)   

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PACE_Parent_Survey
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